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A LESSON FOR THE MONKEY

There once was a monkey who was friendly with a
turtle. Their homes were next to each other. The
monkey lived in a tree, while the turtle lived on the
edge of the river.

Mr. Tani’s garden expanded across the other side.
There one could find ripe vegetables and fresh fruits.
The monkey wanted to enjoy these fruits, but he could
not cross the river.

While the monkey was thinking of how he could get
there, his friend asked, ”What are you thinking about,
friend?”

I am thinking of that lovely place where it is so easy
to find food,” answered the monkey.

”Really? Where is that?”” asked the turtle again.

”Over there,” the turtle pointed to Mr. Tani’s garden.
”But [ can’t swim. Would you like to carry me
across?”

”Okay, get on my back and we will go right now,”
answered the turtle.

The monkey quickly sat on the back of the turtle and
they crossed the river. Arriving on the other side, the
monkey said to the turtle, ”Stand guard so that if Mr.
Tani comes we can escape quickly. Later I will bring
some fruit for you.”

The turtle agreed and the monkey quickly climbed the
tree. But the monkey was naughty and greedy and
forgot the turtle was down there watching. He ate the
fruit all by himself until he was full. He only threw
down the parts he could not eat and the rotten fruit.
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Suddenly the turtle became aware that he was just
being deceived by the monkey and he became angry.
”Just wait for my revenge,” he muttered while he
looked for a way to pay back the monkey.

While the monkey was still enjoying his private feast,
he was startled by the voice of his companion. "Mr.
Tani is coming! Let’s run before he gets here!”
shouted the turtle as he ran. The startled monkey ran at
top speed. He approached the turtle who was waiting
for him at the edge of the river.

They immediately swam toward the other side. In the
middle of the river the turtle crashed himself into a big
rock and pretended to be shaky. As a result the
monkey fell and drifted off in the strong river current.
”Help! Help...” screamed the monkey as he started to
sink because he couldn’t swim.

Fortunately there was a strong current that tossed the
monkey near the river shore. The monkey vomited and
vomited because he swallowed so much water. All the
fruit he had eaten also came out. The monkey sobbed
and cried while lying limp. He realized what he had
done and regretted deceiving his good friend.

When the turtle appeared, the monkey asked
forgiveness while continuing to sob and cry. ”Forgive
me, my friend. [ am sorry I slighted you. I promise I
will not be greedy or deceive you again.”

”Okay, we will forgive each other. Actually I didn’t
mean it, but this can be a lesson for us,” said the turtle
while hugging the monkey.

Since then, the monkey and the turtle lived in peace
again. They respected each other and loved each other
until they were old.
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